
A global call to action:  
 
Empower women and girls for more effective action on climate change 
 
EngenderHealth, FHI360, Guttmacher Institute, Ipas, the International Planned Parenthood 
Federation, the Margaret Pyke Trust, Marie Stopes International, PAI, Plan International UK, 
Population Council, PSI and Women Deliver call on signatories to the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement to acknowledge the key role that the fulfilment of women and girls’ sexual and 
reproductive rights and ensuring women and girls’ access to sexual and reproductive health 
services must play in national climate change strategies.  
 
Links between sexual and reproductive health and rights and climate change 
When women and girls have children by choice rather than chance and can plan their family size as a matter 
of autonomy and dignity, they have improved health outcomesi and are more engaged in social and 
economic activities in their communities. This contributes to sustainable developmentii, and we believe, helps 
communities become resilient and more capable of adapting to the inevitable changes brought by climate 
changeiii. 
 
While the promotion, protection and fulfilment of all women and girls’ sexual and reproductive health and 
rights is our ultimate goal, the realisation of these rights is also a means to achieve sustainable development. 
Meeting sexual and reproductive health needs has the positive effect of reducing the number of unplanned 
pregnancies (currently at 99.1 million annuallyiv in large part due to the 214 million women and girls in 
developing countries with an unmet need for modern contraceptives)v. This also slows population growthvi, 
which is considered a climate change challenge by many countriesvii. Indeed, many countries with a high 
unmet need for modern contraception also have a high vulnerability to climate change. Moreover, voluntary 
and rights-based family planning has been listed as #7 on Project Drawdown’s list of 100 diverse and cost-
effective strategies to address climate change with a measurable impactviii.  
 

Meeting this unmet need for family planning could significantly reduce 
 climate change vulnerability. 

 
Global Commitments - the framework 
According to the international climate change agreement from 2015 - the Paris Agreement - “Parties 
should, when taking action to address climate change, respect, promote and consider their respective 
obligations on human rights, the right to health, the rights of indigenous peoples, local communities, 
migrants, children, persons with disabilities and people in vulnerable situations and the right to development, 
as well as gender equality, empowerment of women and intergenerational equity”ix.   
 
The agreement also indicates that, “each Party shall prepare, communicate and maintain successive 
nationally determined contributions that it intends to achieve” x. All parties to the Paris Agreement have 
committed to resubmit new Nationally Determined Contributions every five yearsxi (with the next round due 
by 2020) and to raise their ambition to the highest possible mitigation and adaptation effortsxii.   
 
The recently adopted COP24 decision emphasises that, “Contextual matters (…) such as national 
circumstances” should be considered in the planning process for these plansxiii. As such, human rights, in 
particular the right to health and sexual and reproductive health and rights, gender equality, women and girls’ 
empowerment and their role as agents of change, and context-specific barriers to sustainable development, 
including population dynamics, must be considered when preparing these documents.  
 
Call to action 
 
The fulfilment of sexual and reproductive rights can play an important role in contributing to adaptation and 
mitigation of climate change and many States have identified population dynamics as a climate change 
challenge. We now call on States to take concrete action to integrate services that fulfil these rights into their 
climate change planning processes. 
 
We call on signatories to the Paris Agreement to:  
 

1) Take into consideration poverty, gender equality, age and human rights, including the 
right to health and to sexual and reproductive rights – as well as population dynamics – 
in their new Nationally Determined Contribution planning processes and contextual 
problem analyses; and – if relevant;  



2) Integrate sexual and reproductive health services and the realisation of girls’ and 
women’s human rights in their new Nationally Determined Contributions as a strategy to 
deliver on their commitments to the Paris Agreement 

3) Integrate sexual and reproductive health services and the realisation of girls’ and 
women’s human rights in all other climate change and sustainable development plans 

 
 
We the signatories fully acknowledge the injustice of anthropogenic climate change largely being a result of 
overconsumption and production in some countries, whereas the effects of climate change are felt hardest in 
others. Further, in the areas hardest hit by the impacts of climate change, it is the already marginalised 
groups, including women and girls and those living in poverty, which suffer the greatest consequences. What 
we can offer, is a strategy to limit the negative impacts on the people who are already affected the most from 
the effects of climate change. 
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